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St. Paul's Community Church and Cemetery 1893
Poolesville Vicinity
Private

This handsomne, one story frame church is the historical center
of the Black community of Sugarland, This is the second church %o
stand on this proverty, first being built probably in 1871 when the
land was purchased by the Datrvarchs of the Black community of land-
owners at Sugarland. Behind the church is the old cemetery, in use
since 1871, and an important site for genealogists,
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__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This attractive one and a half story frame church stands at
the heart of the Sugarland community, at the junction of the Sugar-
land Lane and Sugarland Road (at the southeast corner), Behind it
(west) is the community center and a smaller building now used as
a meeting hall for the church and community.

The church faces east, and its gable roof line runs east-west,
The facade is three bays in width, and the building is four bays
in depth., The front door is flanked by large windows with double
hung sashes having two over two panes, The tops of all windows
are rounded. Today the facade has a projecting vestibule, but it
is an added feature. Above the front door is a small circular
window, a decorative feature, A short bell tower with a pyrimidal
roof was built on the peak of the roof and still has its old bell.
The eaves are boxed and carry short returns., The entire structure
rests on cut sandstone nined from the Seneca quarry.

Behind the church is the commurity ceanter, which stands on the
csite of the first church, according to Tilghman lLee. 1t faces east,
and its facade contains a door centrally located flanked by two
windows. The building is two bays in depth. The frame is covered
with weatherboards and the roof wita tin,

Lee remembers that the first church was about the same size ar
this community hall, except that it was not quite as wide., Its
nrincipal framing members were hewn logs, which rested on stone piers.
Y e o vy £ mAsrd aivd Tatfan ~dad SRR e md
The frane.covered with hoard and hatten outside and with tongue and
groove siding inside (knowm as "wainscotting" by Tilghman Lee), There
was no bhell tower, The result was a modest, simple country church,
similar to nany others in rural laryland.

After the new clurch was tuilt in 1823, the older one was used

. - . . ' 3 917 .
as a hall until the late 1020's vwiher it was torn dowrficonsiructipnmN »t
a lar-er hall “eran, Lee recalls that ite frame vas too top-~reavy
and nart of the huildins was blown down in a severe storm bhefore it

i
was completed, Iventually lunrber for that hall was used to construct

ti4s one, It stands on the same foundation as the first hall, but
since it igs smaller, theyfoundation extends out heyond the bac: of
S |

the buildinz. e
The cermeterv contains a nunber of graves, Iany are naried with
sravestones, but nany more are unmaried, Thics ceretery has been

in use since the last guarter of the 10th century.

lote: Oral Interview with Tilghman Lee
Sugarlancd Cormunity
June=Jjuly 107°

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONTI

This church stands om property purchased in 1871 and is one of
the first tracts purchased by the Elack families who founded the
Sugarland copmunity, This illustrates the high value that they
placed uvorichurch, This deed (EBP 9/74) also declares that a
school could be tuilt on this site, either in the church building
itself or sevarately. Thus the church and the school were the
two principal institutions of the early community,

This deed of 1871 lists ‘Alliam Taylor, Patrick Hebron, and
John H, Diggs as Trustees for this lethodist Zviscopal Church., They
were therefore the patriarchs of thie comnunity and their houses,
walch have heen described by Tilghuan Lee, have been recorded in this
survey. & picture of Patrick Hebron has been copied. Interestingly,
this tract was sold again in 1891 back to an enlarged set of Trustees
for the church : "Alliam Taylor, ashington l‘errey (sic), Patrick
lebron, I'enton Taylor, Samuel Lee, John Adams, Lewis i, Garnett
(Deed JA 19/25). This deed says that the church was called
"Taylor's Chapel", probably after "illiam Taylor, just as Warren M.E.
Church was named after one of its Trustees, Isaac Varren.

According to Tilghman Tee, the carpenter Scott Bell fron
Poolesville constructed the present church. His grandson Raymond
Bell still lives in Poolesville and could be a valuable informant
for future oral interviews., Lee also says that none of the old church
records have survived and does not know of any photographs of the
church of its congregation. Further interviews beyond the limited
scope of this preliminary survey should be conducted to identify and
record more materials related to the history of this old church,
begun in 1871, before those naterials are lost.

NUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records, lontgonery County Courthouse
Oral Interviews: Tilghman Lee

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Georce . lchDaniel, surveyor jeslevy Stubbs, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails July 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box-37 Q264510
CITYORTOWN STATE
Dickerson Jaryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: land Historj Trust

PS- 1108



Census af 1850

BAsil B. Pleasants 53 farmer b. Va.

Phebe R. Pleasants 53 b. N.Y.

James S. Pleasants 20 b. Md.

Davis S. Pleasants 15 b. Md.

William H. Pleasants 27 b. Md.

Mary Pleasants 24 b. D. C.
Charles H. Pleasants 1 b. Md.

Alfred Oden 12 b. Ma.

Richard 12 b. Md. (black)

¥ This is probably the wife of William H. Pleasants who mrried
Mary C. Vinson Sept. 15, 1847,
Monocacy Cemetery:
Plot belonging to "Mrs. Pleasants and Webb Pleasants"”
Basil Brooke Pleasants (moved to Monccacy Cem. 10/24/1902) d. age 71
1" )

Deborah Pleasant ( mnon " "
Harriet Pleasant ( " " l " " )

Jane Plater Pleasanfts,. James S. Pleasants =nd Elish~ Wil i=oms
ar b r e in the mame lot.
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NOMINATION
! for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES,

FORM

NATIONAL PARKS

}4 #17-41-30

FLNAME
C OMMON:
ANO/OR HISTORIC:
St. Paul's Church
[2. LOCATION - R . -
STREETYT ANC NUMBER:
Sugarland Road and Sugarland Lane
CITY OR TOWN:
- Poolesville
STATE COUNTY:
Marvland Montgomery
{3, CLASSIFICATION g : T _
v CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
=z
] District €1 Building O Public Public Acquisition: 3 Occupied Yes:
o O Site ] Structure 3 Private O n Process [ Uneccupied 3 Restricted
— O Object O Bowh ] Being Considered ] Preservotion work O Unrestricted
- in progress O Re
L PRESENT USE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)
> O Agricultural O Gavernment O Park [ Transportotion {J Comments
[« 4 O Commercial 3 ftndustrial {0 Privatc n.sidence ] Other (Specity)
- {0 Educctional (] Mil‘ner? Religious
A O Entertcinment 0O Museum O Scientific
= !4 OWMER OF PROPERTY
— OCWNER'S NAME:
St. Paul's Methodist Church
1P 0 STREET ANO NUMBER:
18]
W CiTY OR TOWN: STATE:
_Poolesville Maryland
[5- LGCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION S i
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY UF DEECS, ETC:
Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Bogk & Pc. #):
{$; REPRESENTATION i EXISTING SURVEYS L5
TITLE OF SURVEY: =
! None
DATE OF SURVEY: [] Federal ] State ] County ) Locel
§ DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOR[S:
STREET AND NUMBER:
STy SR Yowa: STATE:
L\\
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3 {7. DESCRIPTION _—"*ff"*_“_""::fwyw__v*::f:i;f:jl::::j" T T e
. — e ]
3 | ' (Check Onej
) | . ¥3 Geod Fair [ Deteriorared T3 Puins ) Unexzosed
pr { T o W one o (Check One) .
g . . - * ] Uncltered 7] Moved B Originol Site X
- Imercmine e LD S m =) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
—-

-

l _ . The .. uarch is a frame structure with a
|

~ .. ~

- w3 gable. Flanking the entrance porch

Tre round hcaded windows; there is a circular
window in the gable. The doorway is double, with
heavy applied mouldings and a fanlight. Along
either flank are four round-headed windows. A w
. m
is..angular apse, !it by side windows, projects m
at the west end. The church sits on a foundation of —
z
cut sandstone. -
Behind  1e house is a_one story, frame —
el
structure with a three bay gable-end facade. c
0
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o
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I N >33

E E

Mol 2o

LE
PERIGT (Check Tne or kiure as Appropeiste)
- Leismbian ] 16tk Century 1 18th Century [ R0th Century
] 15th Century {5 17:h Cantury 34 19:k Tentury

!

SPECIFIC DATEIS: (1f Applicable oend Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginol [J Educotion
O Prekistoric [ Engineering
[ Historic O !ndustry

O !nvention

O Lendscope
Architecturs

) Literoture -

O Military

0 Music

O Agriculture

] Architecture

O An

] Commerce

] Communications

0 Conservation

00 0O0g go

[ Urbon Plonning
] Other (Specity)

Political
Religion/Phi-
losophy

Scisnce

Sculpture

Sociol/Human-

itarion
Theater

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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‘10. GEQGRAPHICAL DATA

a
e

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES
CEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUOE AND LONGITUOE COORDINATES
QEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORMNER LATITUOE LONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dégress Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° . - o . - [+ . . ° . -
NE o ] - o . -
SE -] . - [} I3 -
Sw [-] . . -] . -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY:
w
Acreage Justification: m
j m
|
z
w
-.‘
— e
ALIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOQARIES C
STATE: COUNTY
(@]
STATE: COUNTY: -{
STATE: COUNTY: [ ]
=z
STATE: COUNTY: o
{11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE: 7
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
MNCPPC 3 Dec 73
STREET AND NUMBER:
8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Silver Spring Marvlandg
12.,
—State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) .
t
Significance of this property is: i
National [ State {7} Local [ }
Signature
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St. Paul's Church (Bottom)
Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis lLewis
1984 Montgomery County: A Pictorial History. Norfolk: Donning Company.

— In 1849 a road was constructed in tectural details were added to the
Montgomery County connecting two Neelsville Presbyterian Church,
Presbyterian congregations, one at reflecting the prosperity of the
Nealsville (later Neelsville) and one railroad era. Courtesy of Idella
at Darnestown. Later, the stained- Leaman

glass windows and expensive archi-
A

". “y “ar

"Two-thirds of the new congregations
organized in Montgomery County
from 1870 to 1910 were Methodist.
Pictured here is St. Paul’s Methodist
Church, built in 1886 in the blos-
soming railroad suburb of Kensing-
ton. On hot Sundays, the church
usher handed each worshipper a fan.
To increase their comfort further,
Kensington Methodists installed
striped awnings to cool the interior
of their church,

In 1899 Kensington mayor George
Peter purchased the building for
Christ Episcopal Church, and the
Methodists built a larger sanctuary
on Armory Avenue. From the collec-
tion of Edith Ray Saul; courtesy of
the Kensington Historical Society
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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JNES BECKWITY HESTD. 3.00 AC.
TILGRMUN IECKJTTH BSTD. 4.00 AC.
JOEN ADNSS HSTD. 13.00 AC.
LEWIS GARNETT ESTD. 16,00 AC.
PETER JACKSON HSTD. 3.00 &C.
. PATRICX HERRON ESTD. 17.00 AC.
LOXE HEBRON HSTD.
RORERT HEBRON KSTD.
NATHAN JOENSON ESTD. 3.00 AC.
FOST OFFICE
. JOHN HIGGIMS BSTD. 4.00 AC.
. JOE CURTIS BSTD. 6.90 AC.
EASIL DORSEY KSTD. £.00 AC.
ST. PAUL'S M.E. CEURCH 1.00 AC.
HORACE JACKSON HSTD. 2.00 AC.
SUGARLAND 5CHOOL 1.00 AC.
. SAM BEANDER ESTD. £€.20 AC.
TROMAS NICHOLS GSTD. 10.00 AC.
BENJAMIN SPARROUGH ESTD, 18,75 AC.
SUCARLAND STORE
. CHARLES JACKSON PSTD. 4.50 AC.
LOXE LYNCH % FAMILY KSTD. 10.00 AC.
. WILLIAM TAYIOR H#STD. 3.00 AC.
LIOYD COATES HSTD. 4,00 AC.
. SAMUEL JOHKSON HSTD. 4,00 AC.
. JOHN DICGS HSTD. 4,00 AC.
JOIN BRANISON RSTD. 11.00 AC.
RAF BRANISON 8STD. 6.00 AC.
PHILLIP JOMNSON HSTD. " 6,00 AC.
26. ISAAC BELL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
2?. SAMUEL LEE HSTD. £.00 AC.
28. LEVI HALL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
IWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE oy
w

ESTD., = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY '
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St. Paul's Community Church & Cemetery
G.M. Hopkins Atlas, 1879
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Division of Archeology STERLING QUADRANGLE o

o)
Maryland Geological Survey VIRGINIA- MARYLAND P,x‘
Jobhns Hopkins University 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) e(z"
Baltimcre, Maryland 21218 SW/4 SENECA 15' QUADRANGLE @
\ . - l 25’ ; 5 qlo 000 FEET A) POOLESVILLE 2.8 M/, 77022’38:07’30’
~ 4 e Ese e
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STERLING QUADRANGLE
VIRGINIA-MARYLAND
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)

SW/4 SENECA 15 QUADRANGLE

3tl Baul!

A
1-30

n

QINI)
d

X

DAWSONVILLE 1.5 Ml

WASHINGTON. D.C

25 mi

SENECA 19 M1 \

M

POGLESvILLE 3 i 77°22'30"
39°07'30"

1530000 FEET






NAME ST- ABurs METH. CHidCH
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-

FACADE WE
PHOTO TAKEN /2/3/73 A-dwrée
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